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John Posthuma

In this issue we have stories and photographs from
Mark and Brandon Smith with their G85CS, Tom
Dowling with his oil change story, and Stuart Forstrom
with his 350cc 1948 AJS Bonneville racer!

Thank you all for contributing to the Matchless
News. Please consider contacting us and share your
story with the members of the Club!

Lyndon Taylor Rick Taylor

Www.ajsmoc.Com
AJS & Matchless Owners - Your Website!
Classifieds - Links - News - FAQ - Spares - Photo Gallery



New G80CS Battery box with cover and rubber Strap!
1963 on up. $100.00 plus $9.00 shipping...

AJS Matchless Memberships

American : USD $30.00 and/or Email Subscription USD $10.00 Per Year
Download Form : hittps://[www.ajsmoc.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/A 2021.pd

Canada : CDN $40.00 and/or Email Subscription CDN $13.00 Per Year
Download form: https://www.ajsmoc.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/A.]SCDN2021.pd

Send American Memberships to: Send Canada Memberships to:
Rick Taylor Mike Partridge
AJS MATCHLESS OWNERS CLUB NA 33988 Road, RR2, Lucan,
PO Box 563, Red Oak, Iowa, 51566 Ontario NOM 2J0, Canada
email: mail@ajsmatchless.com email: sales@walridge.com
Telephone: 712-621-4813 Telephone: 519-227-4923, fax: 519-227-4720

e
WWW. AJSMOC.COM

AJSMOC Newsletter 3



THE AMERICAN INDIAN /MATCHLESS

Continued From 4Q 2024

Upon their purchase of
Indian, AMC kept many of
the employees of The Indian
Co. and the management
who had run the American
built motorcycles into
bankruptcy and had not
made any profit with RE kept
AMC in the red ink.

A financial statement from August of 1960 proves
the continued monetary bleeding of the Indian
Company. Their financial statement posted a net loss
of $145,000 after the first 12 months of operation.
Not good news for an already ailing AMC.

The Indian Company was marketing and selling
through their dealer network Matchless cycles in
1960, ‘61 and '62 as all the US sales brochures
contained the Indian name. This second iteration of
Matchless/Indian also only lasted three years. The
Berliner Motor Corporation then entered the picture
as the North American distributor of AMC machines
having purchased the Indian Motor Sales. The new
company became J.B. Matchless Corp. (Joesph
Berliner), Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey. . Hence,
the 1963 Matchless ads do not mention Indian
anymore, J.B.

Matchless. Berliner plucked the Indian Bonnet
feathers as models were now marketed as G12CS,
G12CSR and G15/45. For Indian it seemed to have
been the end of the road with nothing to sell as of
1963, and since it was only a sales organization rather
than a manufacturer it was worthless, except for the
Intellectual Property (trade name and marks).

However, it wasn't the end of the trail for Indian as
Floyd Clymer reportedly bought the trade name
rights from AMC for a small sum around 1968. It
evidently so frustrated Floyd Clymer that the Indian
name had ended that tried to revive the marque with
a combination of nostalgia and current technology
that, not surprisingly, failed using Royal Enfield 750
and Velocette 500 engines in an ltalian chassis. Very
few of these models were produced and are quite
collectible today!

To summarize, Indian had a “marriage” with
Matchless twice in a ten year period (1952 and 1960).
As a marketing strategy, it simply didn’t work. Neither
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By Rick Taylor

Matchless or Indian buyers were impressed. Imagine
the disappointment of the loyal Indian V-twin buyers
seeing the Matchless ads from 1960! Disappointment
and possibly contempt! The only advantage would
have been to Matchless buyers that had a much
larger network to purchase motorcycles and parts.
Albeit, it had to be confusing for everyone, especially
for parts orders, as a customer with a 1961 or later
Trailblazer owned a Matchless 650 whereas one with
a 1960 or earlier Trailblazer owned a

Royal Enfield 700. Likewise a Tomahawk was really a
500 cc. Matchless starting in 1961, but really a Royal
Enfield 500 from 1955-60. Similarly an Apache was
first a 700 cc Enfield; later a 650 cc Matchless!

Fortunately, Indian did not try to dress the Matchless
models up in Indian colors and rebadge as it had
done with the Royal Enfields; nor did it bolt the
Chief's head to the front fenders, but as mentioned
they gave the Matchless bikes Indian names in the

Continued on page 7
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sales brochures. Was this to fool or at least appeal to the customers?
Interestingly they used mostly the same names as it had applied to the

Enfield series, just to make things confusing!

Was the Indian-Matchless relationship to be construed a failure? It's hard
to say. The strategical plan was considered by some to be a brilliant idea;
however many factors were roadblocks to the successful outcome. Would
AMC have been better off to have pursued distribution instead through
Cooper Motors, or possibly the Joseph Berliner Company? It makes for
interesting speculation.
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2 FROM MARK AND BRANDON SMITH...
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MATCHLESS 685CS 500CC
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19661 MATCHLESS fG85CE
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Correct serial numbers. Matchless singles
did not have matching numbers like many
other makes.

AJSMOC Newsletter



Unique to the G85CS was alloy oil tank’
massive magnesium rear brake from the
G50/7R, and 18 rear rim.

AJSMOC Newsletter
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FROM MARK AND BRANDON SMITH...

Hi Everyone, just thought I’d share some
shots from todays Hopetown Reunion.
My Father Mark Smith and I brought
our 1966 G85CS that we acquired from
Paul Hunt’s estate sale. In memory of
Paul we put together a magazine clipping
of his race results from the first Inter-
national Motocross race in the U.S at

the 1966 Dirt Diggers Grand Prix where
Paul came second to Torsten Hallman.
We ended up nabbing Ist place best in
show and I’'m sure Paul would have been
happy to hear his Matchless is still taking
home trophies just like he did when he
was racing them.

Cheers!

Brandon Smith

Hello John,

Thank you for reaching out to me about
writing an article on this special 1966
Matchless G85CS motorcycle. I’'m includ-
ing recent photos we took last week and
other documents that certify it specifically
from VMCC records. It was also noted

by John Tinley at Jampot, who holds the
Matchless records, that this motorcycles
engine number was the second to last built
and the last to be sent to the USA in 1966.
If sorted by frame number then it’s 11th
Jfrom last and this was because the engines
and frames were not put together in nu-
merical order. Please also mention that it is
now being offered for sale at $20,000.

Thank you, Mark Smith
(951)-317-0759

smithmd54@yahoo.com

AJSMOC Newsletter




1900 DIRT DIGGER GRAND PRIX
PAUL HUNT TOOK 2ND PLACE ON HIS 66’ MATCHLESS 685CS
IN THE 500 INTERNATIONAL CLASS

PAUL HUNT, MATCHLESS 685, BECAME INSIRED IN SUNDAY'S DRIVING RAIN.



by Stuart Forstrom

| grew up in New England
around race cars and mo-
torcycles and | began racing
motocross in New York and
New England back in 1970
when | was |5. My love of
motorcycles has not wavered
and to this day | love working
on and restoring vintage bikes.
My collection is quite weird
with no rhyme or reason why

| have the bikes | currently
own, but each one has its own
unique story behind it.

This is a great segway into
where my AJS;s came from
and the journey that my 1948
has taken thus far... Brief his-
tory of the bikes...I imported 6
bikes from India back in 1999
and for some unknown rea-
son | thought owning the AJS’
would be unique not knowing
anything about them.All the
bikes were quite crude to say
the least (see below) and it
seemed like in India they did

SALTFEVER

what ever it took to keep them running.... Below is what the two
bikes looked like after being removed from the crates.

The 1948 caught my eye to do something different with and in do-
ing some research | stumbled on a shop up in Boston to help me
get it operational. This was back in 2021 and ironically | was out at
Bonneville doing some photography work at the BMST (Bonneville
Motorcycle Speed Trials) While | was at Bonniville | met many local
racers with one in particular named Kit Axelson who took the time
to explain things to me regarding the BMST’s and what it takes to
race motorcycles there.... Being an X motocrosser and flat tracker
| found this type of racing very interesting along with the folks that
raced it. So, in my conversations with Kit over the days there | got
the bug to race there and fulfill a childhood dream of racing the
Bonneville salt flats. Kit would go on to tell me I've now have “Salt
Fever” .

Upon returning back to Cape Cod | did some research within the
AMA Land Speed
racing rules and
decided that |
would turn my 48
modified vintage
racing bike and
get it ready for
the 2022 BMST.,.
Unfortunately for
me both the 2022
and 2023 race

48/16M CHASSIS #31235 MOTOR #88698 350CC



events were canceled do to rain, so |
had to wait until 2024 event to test
out my bike. | did run into some
starting problems last August, but
with some help from from a friend
Morto from Montana, we were

able to get the timing adjusted

properly.

Regarding my bike....I took a more
practical approach to modifying my
1948 seeing this was my first time build-

ing a salt racer. Rules state that in the class |

was signing up for that the motor and the frame had
to be original. Those were the classification rules and
| will say that the safety rules to pass scrutineering
was my biggest challenge. Note: my simple changes
to the bike included the removal of all the electrical
and wiring systems, the oil original oil tank, seat, and
the replacement of the Amal carburetor to a Mikuni
along with adding a Uni flow air filter. This may get
some of the AJS purist upset, but to be honest | do
like the look of the bike as it is today....| would also
like to note that being an older vintage bike at Bonn-
eville it was one of the most photographed

I’'m attaching some photos from 2024 BMST where
this bike made 3 runs... Starting with 50.852 MPH,

then a 59.278 MPH and my last run of 62.119 MPH.
I’'m planning on heading back in 2025 with hopes to
improved on my overall speed and possibly an AMA

56/16MS CHASSIS A37772 MOTOR #27818 350CC
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record for its class. I'm a race team of
one person with support of others
called Brewster Flats racing.

While | was growing up in New
England racing motorcycles, | also
had the dream to see and possibly
race a bike out on the Bonneville Salt
Flats. In 2024 this dream became real-
ity. | took a modified 1948 AJS M16 and
fulfilled my childhood dream.

This original motorcycle which was built in Eng-
land came to me via India in 1999. | had no idea at
that time that | would be modifying this bike to Land
speed race it, my initial thoughts was that it was a
cool looking bike and | thought to just get it opera-
tional, but that plan changed dramatically after | visited
the BMST (Bonneville Motorcycle Speed Trials) in
2021. | was at these speed trials doing some photog-
raphy work that week that changed the way | looked
at this form of racing and | caught what a good friend
of mine calls “ Salt Fever”.

Salt Fever is hard to define, but if you are a true
motorcycle enthusiast once you attend a land speed
like the BMST you’ll probably also catch it. Since |
was driving 2500 miles from Cape Cod to Bonneville
| thought | better bring two motorcycles, because |
was a bit apprehensive about how my 48 was going
to run there, since my 48 was a somewhat stripped

48/16M. 88698
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down version of the original bike. My bike was some-
what modified adhering to the AMA rules that notes
that the frame and the motor must be original to the
bike, so after some simple frame altering, the removal
of the electrical system and changing of the carburetor,
my bike now met that criteria to be classified as Modi-
fied Vintage Gas.

| was pleased when the bike did passed scru-
tineering (safety checks) which trust me is no
simple task and some stressful moments obtain-
ing that sticker, that badge of honor one puts on
your from fork tube.That sticker gives you the
right to raced.The bike on the other hand had
some issues mainly with it’s timing sequence and
starting the bike, but a good friend educated me
on setting the timing correctly to a 1948 and the
starting issues were resolved.

| can’t tell you how excited and relieved | was to
have this problem behind me. All in all | took
three runs on the bike racing down what is
called the mountain course.The first run was my
most apprehensive one because | had no idea
how fast this bike can go and more

importantly would the bike stay in one

piece, but after a handlebar shaking

mile at a speed of 50.852 MPH the bike
successfully completed the course, |

now had the confidence to push the

bike a bit harder with the second run

improving to 59 238 MPH and my final

run of 62.119 MPH. As one would

guess | was more than pleased with

how this bike performed, so much

so that i’'m hoping to squeeze and bit

more horse power and speed out of

this 75 year old bike in 2025.

Please note that some of this Bonnev-
ille dream would not have happened
without some support from AJSMOC
group and Mike from Walridge Motors.

Cheers from the cape....

| heard, but don’t know if its true that there are what

are called performance heads for these models, and Stu Forstrom
if that’s true does anyone have them? If not, I'm still 10 Barberry Lane
looking for other ideas to get a bit more performance Brewster Ma. 02631

out of the bike.... Please advise..
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- THE ARCHIVES =

http://archives.jampot.dk

http://archives.jampot.dk1950 AJS Twins Instruction Manual:
http://archives.jampot.dk/book/Owners manuals/1950 AJS Instruction Manual Twins.pdf

1953 =M= Twins Instruction Manual:

http://archives.jampot.dk/book/Owners manuals/1953 =M=_Instruction Manual G9.pdf

1954 =M= Twins Instruction Manual:

http://archives.jampot.dk/book/Owners manuals/1954 =M=_Instruction Manual G9.pdf

1954 AJS Twins Instruction Manual:

http://archives.jampot.dk/book/Owners manuals/1954 AJS Instruction Manual Twins.pdf

1955 AJS Singles Instruction Manual:

http://archives.jampot.dk/book/Owners manuals/1955 AJS Instruction Manual Singles.pdf

1955 AJS Twins Instruction Manual:

http://archives.jampot.dk/book/Owners manuals/1955 AJS Instruction Manual Twins.pdf

1962-63 =M= Instruction Manual G3 G80 G12:

http://archives.jampot.dk/book/Owners manuals/1962-63 =M= _Instruction Manual G3 G80 G12.pdf

1961 =M= HW Models Supplementary Spares List to 1960:

http://archives.jampot.dk/book/Spares lists/1961 =M= HW Models Supplementary Spares List to 1960.pdf
1961 =M= LW Models Supplementary Spares List to 1960:

http://archives.jampot.dk/book/Spares lists/1961 =M= LW _ Models Supplementary Spares List to 1960.pdf
1962 =M= LW Models Supplementary Spares List to 1960:

http://archives.jampot.dk/book/Spares lists/1962 =M= LW _ Models Supplementary Spares List to 1960.pdf
Henry Collier, loM Junior TT 1911:

http://archives.jampot.dk/general/loM 1911 Junior TT Henry Colliet.jpg

Henry Collier crossing finishing line, loM Junior TT 1911:

http://archives.jampot.dk/general/loM 1911 Junior%20TT Henry %20Collier %20crossing finishing line.jpg

From Rick Taylor:

1956 Matchless Cooper Sport Special Ad:
http://archives.jampot.dk/promotional/Advertisements/1956 Matchless Cooper Sport Special Ad.jpg
1958 Cooper Ad:

http://archives.jampot.dk/promotional/Advertisements/1958 Cooper Ad.jpg

Picked up here and there:

1961 Matchless Papoose Ad:

http://archives.jampot.dk/promotional/Advertisements/1961 Matchless Papoose.JPG

Bud Ekins and Tim Gibbes with his Twin Scrambler:

http://archives.jampot.dk/general/Pictures of models/1960 Bud Ekins with Tim Gibbes AMC Twin
scrambler.jpg
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Enjoyable Activities

'rom Tom Dowling

Yesterday | decided to change the engine
oil on my G80S.

| think I'm getting less oil (from the engine
breather) spraying onto my rear tyre now (not
that the amount was ever really enough to
worry about). I'm guessing the new oil | put in
4 months ago has done a good job of freeing
up my piston rings during my recent rides. The
drained oil certainly looks rather dark in colour
to me for such a brief running period. What do
you think?

BTW - Before getting it going last Septem-
ber, this bike hadn’t run since the late 1980s or
perhaps very early 1990s.

| use inexpensive readily-available oil rather
than a more expensive specialist product that's
specifically marketed towards owners of classic
motorcycles. This means | am not tempted at all
to delay oil changes. In fact, as is the case here,
when | feel | need to do so, | change my oil well

24

ahead of normal oil-change shedules.

| had been having trouble with my gear-
box moving so | often find myself checking the
tightness of those clamping studs/bolts now.

| got a shock when it came to draining my oil
tank. The drain plug felt barely finger-tight!

At present my LH footrest has an annoying
habit of revolving forwards too. This puts it too
close to my brake pedal and makes it hard for
me to find that pedal when | need to stop in a
hurry.

My spark plug colour looks OK to me. (I like
to remove it when checking my chain whips
because it makes it easier for me to turn over
my engine to find the point where my primary
chain becomes tightest.)

There are so many little things to keep work-
ing on to get this bike the way | want it to be

..... But it's all enjoyable activity to me.

AJSMOC Newsletter
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1963 Matchless G3C : VIN C10464 229 miles

* Restored in 2003.

* There’s a certificate of authenticity from the AJS & Matchless Owners Club
* The side covers are good condition with no significant scratches or gouges.
* No significant leaks were seen.

+ The rubber on the foot controls is in good condition.

* The wheels and tires are in good condition.

* The handlebars, gauges, and handlebar controls are in good condition.

* The exhaust, chain, and sprocket is in good condition.

* The chrome trim and paint is in good condition.

* The alloy fenders are in good condition.

* The lights are in good condition.

* The Chrome plated wheels and spokes are in good condition with no significant
gouges or rust.

1968 Norton P11A : VIN 125995 001 mile

« The motorcycle was restored by Ed Coppens in 2005.
* The engine is quite clean.

+ No modifications were seen.

* The chain and sprocket are in good condition.

+ The Chrome wheels are in good condition.

* The vinyl seat is in good condition.

* The paint is in like new condition.

* There are no dents in the fenders, tank, side covers.

* The Chrome is in good condition.

* The gauges are in good condition.

1963 BSA A10 Super Rocket : VIN GA724266 11,878 mile

* The engine side covers are in good condition with.

* No modifications were seen.

* The wheels and tires are in good condition.

* The documentation includes engine maintenance bulletins.

* The Chrome trim is in good condition.

* Overall, the paint is in good condition for an unrestored bike.

* The vinyl seat is in good condition with no rips cracks or scratches.
* The handlebars, handlebar controls, and throttles are in good condition.
* The gauges are in good condition.

* The lights are in good condition.

The key imperfections are (in priority order):

* The front forks are leaking hydraulic fluid.

* The paint on the front forks is scratched.

1973 Triumph X75 Hurricane : VIN TRX75XH02590 7,197 mile

* The engine side covers are in good condition with no significant scratches.
+ Documentation includes owner’s manual and replacement part list.

+ The tires are in good condition.

* The paint is in good condition.

* The Chrome is in good condition.

* The vinyl seat is in good condition.

* The handlebars, handlebar controls and gauges are in good condition.

* The lights are in good condition.

* There are no perfect vehicles. The key imperfections are:

* The alloy wheel rims have some gouges.

Contact Diana Dietrich for more information
(704) 663-2555 or Diana46@twc.com



WANTED: Post 1964 G80 head as pictured.
Spark plug area is flat across.

Rick Taylor
P O Box 14,
Red Oak IA 51566

hemirick@yahoo.com
(712) 621-4813

FORSALE: 1960 G80CS is mostly original
even with center and side stands, decent chrome
on Dunlop rims with ancient Dunlop tires. Had
matching dents in tank (from forks) so new
professional paint. Serious foam decay under
upholstery so new RK Leighton cover on origi-
nal pan. N1 magneto, no chain guard, speedo,
lights or title. Many new cables and fasteners.
By history it is a never-registered never-raced

California bike, and it looks the part. $5K ONO SH@WS = RALLY = SWAP MEETS

Call / Text (510) 406-8310 John Anton Ev E N T s
= =

BI_UE l!l/«\\ II//,,
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British in the Blue Rldge (“BIBR”) Rally
at the Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds in Hiawassee Georgial
Friday & Saturday June 13 & 14, 2025

2025 35th Annual Vintage Motorcycle Rally
Rally will be held at the Boone County Fairgrounds Burlington, KY
on Sept 5-6th, 2025.

44th Annual Great Midwest British Motorcycle Rally and Show
July 18 @ 11:00 am - July 20 @ 12:00 pm
Blue River, Wisconsin 53518
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19661 MATCHLESS iG85CS
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